
DOCTOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

DBA PROGRAM 
DBA 

Year Term Course Title 
Total 

Credits 

1 

I DBA Foundations & Residency I 

6 

II The Global Leader 

I 
Research Design Part I & 
Mentor Course Room 

6 

II 
Research Design Part II & 
Mentor Course Room 

I Mentor Course Room 

7 
II 

Specialization Course I & 
Mentor Course Room 

2 

I 
Quantitative Research, Statistical 
Methods & Residency II 

8 

II 
Qualitative Research & 
Mentor Course Room 

I Global Strategy: Perspective 

6 
II Global Business Operations 

I Mentor Course Room 

8 
II 

Specialization Course II & 
Mentor Course Room 

3 

I Business Analytics & Residency III 

7 

II Mentor Course Room 

I 
Global Concepts in Strategic  
Marketing 

7 

II 
Specialization Course III &  
Mentor Course Room 

I Dissertation I 

6 
II Dissertation II 

Total Credit Hours: 60 

Strategic Leadership 

and Innovation 

OR 

Innovation in Health 

Care Administration 

The Doctorate in Business Administration is a 

terminal, professional degree within the  

broad-reaching fields of business, social  

enterprise, and public sector management. 

Holders of the DBA frequently work in  

executive leadership capacities in a variety of 

industries and organizations and in academe. 

While many executive leaders may hold  

graduate business degrees, increasing  

complexity, new knowledge, and turbulence 

within the business environment requires an 

advanced level of knowledge, skill, and ability. 

The Concordia-Chicago DBA focuses on  

practice, contributing to extending the  

theoretical base of the particular practice and 

extending the use of business knowledge 

through application. The Concordia-Chicago 

DBA integrates academic and dissertation 

preparation through a tightly monitored  

schedule concurrent with course work, rather 

than in a linear fashion in which students take 

courses first and then write their dissertation.  

At Concordia-Chicago, doctorate of business 

administration students are matched with a 

mentor in the second term of their program of 

study. Mentors are selected for their business 

and research knowledge and their strong  

interpersonal skills. The relationship between 

the mentor and the student builds quality into 

the dissertation in a step-by-step, measurable 

way, preparing the student to begin collecting 

data, and complete the dissertation by the end 

of year three.  

On Campus 

OR 

Online 

https://cuchicago.edu/academics/colleges/business/


"Keeping up with your profession, or, as a business expert aptly put it, 'to always be fit for 
future action,' is a key responsibility of any business professional. The Concordia-Chicago 
DBA provides a pathway that empowers business professionals to proactively keep pace 
with their fast-changing professions. The Concordia-Chicago DBA focuses on three vital  
areas (a) leading for innovation, (b) honing the studentôs capacity to conduct research,  
generate, and apply analytics, and (c) sharpening the studentôs ability to think critically and 
communicate effectively. These essential skills transcend skills acquired at the masterôs  
level, and enable the professional to adapt to a continuously changing world. Students will 
earn not only a DBA, but a Concordia-Chicago DBA." 

Dr. Claudia Santin 
Dean, College of Business 

 DBA  DOCTOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

 DBA PROGRAM 

¶ Masterôs degree in business or related 
field with a minimum 3.0 GPA* 
¶ A completed Doctoral Application for  
Admission 
¶ Submission of rationale statement 
¶ Transcripts 
¶ 2 Letters of recommendation: 
¶ 1 professional recommendation 
¶ 1 academic recommendation 

¶ Past experience: 5 years of professional  
experience is recommended 
¶ Resume 
 
*Exceptions to the 3.0 masterôs GPA may petition the 
dean of the College of Business for admission;  
additional admission criteria may be required. 
Note: Students will need to maintain a 3.0 GPA while in 
the program.  
For more information see: gradschool.cuchicago.edu/
academics/doctoral/doctorate-in-business-
administration/application-requirements/ 

The Concordia-

Chicago DBA  

program integrates 

three residencies at 

pivotal points of the 

program. Whether 

taking courses  

face-to-face or 

online, all students  

attend residencies to 

enable personal  

support of program 

requirement 

achievement and  

ensure on-time  

graduation.  

Residences are four-

day experiences and 

provide a rich  

blended-learning  

experience.  

The Four Pillars of Knowledge are utilized in all of the 
DBA Program Outcomes 
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ETHICS & SOCIAL 

RESPONSIBILITY 

 

CRITICAL THINKING &  

ENTREPRENEURIAL MINDSET 

 

COMMUNICATION &  

HUMAN RELATIONS 

 

GLOBAL INTERCONNECTEDNESS  

& INCLUSIVENESS  

< Integrated into every course  

< Gives competitive edge in  

business through the development of 

these four critical skills  

CUChicago.edu/Business 

Or call 708-209-3108 

 

https://www.facebook.com/COBatCUC/ 
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